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of the siege of Pondicherry and the  threatening atti-
tude which Admiral  Boscawen,  who   was   in superior
force at Fort St. David, afterwards maintained.      But
as soon as the English were fully occupied in Tanjore
Muzuffar Jung and Chunda Sahib swooped down upon
the   Carnatic,   and   on   August   3rd,   with   the   aid   of
a French   detachment,   gained  a decisive victory  over
the Nawab at Ambur.     Anwar-ud-din was killed, his
eldest  son,  Mahfuz   Khan,   was   taken   prisoner,   and
his   second  son, Mahomed  Ali,   fled   to   Trichinopoly.
Arcot was occupied next day, and Muzuffar Jung, after
proclaiming himself   Subadar,  invested   Chunda   Sahib
with the government of the Carnatic.     Dupleix,   who
afterwards entertained the victors with great magnifi-
cence at Pondicherry, received the zamindari of eighty-
one villages in return for his support,    The capture of
the  fortress of  Trichinopoly,  in which Mahomed  Ali
had taken refuge, now became of paramount importance.
It would complete the conquest of the  Carnatic, and
firmly establish the supremacy of the French Nawab
before Nasir Jung, who was already gathering his forces,
could appear on the scene,    Dupleix repeatedly urged
upon Chunda Sahib the necessity for immediate action,
but he could not induce him to move as long as Boscawen
remained at Madras.
Mahomed Ali, immediately after his father's death,
applied to the English for assistance. Admiral Boscawen
was in favour of supporting him, but the Governor of
Fort St. David, Mr. Floyer, was anxious to regain pos-
session of Madras, and hesitated to embark on what
seemed likely to prove a doubtful enterprise. The
English, complimented Chunda Sahib on his accession,